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Introduction

Since the formation of NOAH there has been much regulatory review,

predominantly in relation to the implementation of European regulations.

Getting a medicine to market remains a long process and quite rightly

includes stringent regulatory hurdles. Whilst safety is paramount, we have

to balance this and remember the benefits animal medicines bring. 

NOAH is working with its European federation IFAH-Europe to propose to

the next review of the European Directives that the ‘1-1-1 principle’ be adopted. This will provide a

dedicated regulatory process for animal medicines, with the same high emphasis on safety, efficacy and

quality – but also a true ‘common market’ by allowing all medicines authorised in any one member state to

be available on any other member state market. This will increase availability of medicines to prevent and

treat animal disease and speed up time to market – and encourage investment into new animal medicines

for the future. More importantly this will enable our industry to contribute to the every growing needs of food

availability and security in the future.

In addition NOAH promotes self-regulation in relation to product promotion. The Code of Practice for the

Promotion of Animal Medicines ensures ethical standards are upheld when animal medicine companies

market their products. Its purpose is to ensure that marketing information is fair, accurate and objective. As

part of this Code, all member companies’ representatives have to be qualified under the NOAH Certificate

of Animal Health scheme. 

The other main focus of NOAH’s activities is communication – communication to our members of things

that might affect them in order to consult on their views, and communication about animal medicines to the

outside world.

NOAH’s best known publication is the NOAH Compendium of Data Sheets – published annually and

available online since 2005. Since then it has been viewed by nearly 4 million visitors – now averaging nearly

2,700 visitors looking at 13,750 pages per day! The NOAH website itself was established in 1999, providing

a means to make NOAH information more accessible. In 2008 the Pet Health Information website was

launched – this is proving popular with pet specialists, vets and pet owners alike.

Phil Sketchley, Chief Executive of NOAH
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A Message from the Minister 

I am pleased to be able to congratulate the National Office of Animal

Health on its silver anniversary and to recognise the contribution that it

has made to the considerable improvements of animal health over the

past twenty-five years.

We have faced some considerable challenges during this time.  The

livestock industries have faced several incursions of exotic virus diseases,

most notably foot-and-mouth disease (FMD).  Although these outbreaks are thankfully rare, their impact on

society, the economy and the environment cannot be understated.  The FMD outbreak of 2001 has been a

watershed in the way we manage infectious disease.  It led to the creation of the Animal Health and Welfare

Strategy and has informed the way we develop our disease control strategies and emergency planning.

Whilst we have all worked hard to ensure that the lessons of the past have been learned, there is no room

for complacency.  The nature of disease is that it constantly changes.

One of the most pleasing developments in recent years is a growing partnership approach to finding new

solutions to manage animal disease.  The commitment shown by the animal pharmaceutical industry to the

Bluetongue vaccination campaign is an excellent example.  In the longer term, I look forward to NOAH and

the industry working in partnership with Defra and others in helping to control endemic disease through

vaccination.  Improvements in animal health not only improve health and welfare, but also help to support

the Government’s broader aims for sustainable development.

I also welcome NOAH’s contribution to the responsible use of veterinary medicines, especially

antimicrobials, and, in particular, their active support for the Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture

(RUMA) Alliance.  Their positive approach to using medicines when necessary to aid the provision of safe

food from healthy animals benefits farmers and consumers alike, and helps build consumer confidence in

UK produced food.

Rt. Hon. Jim Paice MP, Minister of State for Agriculture and Food
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A Message from the Chairman

In 1986 the National Office of Animal Health was formed, taking over from

the Animal Health Register of the Association of the British

Pharmaceutical Industry. The industry had changed: in line with the

steady growth in the animal health market there was more separation

between the human and animal medicines industries. NOAH’s first

chairman was Dennis Hagan, and Roger Cook took the helm as director.

It was launched in the House of Commons by then parliamentary

secretary at the Ministry of Agriculture, Mrs Peggy Fenner MP. Independence from the ABPI was completed

with a move from Whitehall to Enfield. 

Twenty five years on, the industry has continued to evolve. Mergers and acquistions over the years have led

to many old names disappearing and the formation of some larger players, but there is still space for the

smaller, niche company. NOAH continues to represent over 90% of the market – over half of which is now

for medicines for pets compared to only 30% when NOAH was established.

In 1986 NOAH said it was not alone in its work. It stated that it aimed to “strengthen good relationships

with farmers, vets, distributors, pharmacists, civil servants and government departments”. This relationship

building with stakeholders has continued and grown – working together is core to NOAH. For instance, we

were a founding member of the RUMA Alliance (Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture) – formed in

1998 and embracing the whole food chain from farm to fork to promote a co-ordinated approach to best

practice in the use of medicines. NOAH is a trustee of National Pet Month and a member of several other

animal health and welfare groupings.

Over this time its role has remained to promote the benefits of safe, effective, quality medicines for the

benefit of all animals. Looking forward it is clear that, as well for animal welfare, animal medicines will play

an even more important role in the future world food supply, both from a disease prevention and disease

treatment perspective. The need to keep our companion animals healthy is also important to help maintain

their positive effect in our society. It is as true now as it was 25 years ago: ‘Animals need medicines too’.

Bob Parmenter, Chairman of NOAH 
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The VMD would like to congratulate NOAH on its 25th anniversary. As the UK’s veterinary medicines

regulator, the VMD has worked with NOAH since its inception.  Both organisations inevitably have to work

together as NOAH represent the vast majority of the UK veterinary pharmaceutical industry whose products

the VMD regulates. Nevertheless the relationship has been cordial and productive.

John FitzGerald, VMD operations director 

“ “
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250 Years of Animal Medicine

The history of animal medicine can be traced back to the ancient kingdoms of Babylon, Egypt and India,

but it was the establishment of the world’s first veterinary school 250 years ago in Lyon which brought the

science into the modern age.

Claude Bourgelat (1712-1779), Grand Equerry of France, had become increasingly concerned about

endemic disease in horses and the fatal cattle disease Rinderpest, which had led to famine throughout

Europe. In setting up the Lyon school in 1761, Bourgelat founded the veterinary profession and established

the scientific principles of animal medicine. 

Of all the advances in animal medicine since then, it is vaccination, with its emphasis on disease prevention

and herd immunity, which has had the greatest impact on animal and, as a consequence, public health.

Building on Jenner’s work on smallpox, Louis Pasteur and others began to work on vaccines against a

range of infectious animal diseases. The first vaccines were developed for fowl cholera (1876), anthrax

(1881), swine erysipelas (1883) and rabies (1885). 

The development of animal antibiotics was the next crucial step forward, with the first veterinary antibiotics

licensed during 1950s. As the century advanced, emphasis in human and animal medicine moved from

simple disease control towards improving overall health and welfare. Anthelmintics such as avermectins,

developed to control parasites, are a good example of this. In the 21st Century advances in diagnostics,

more effective pain relief and better anaesthetics, have led to a dramatic improvement in the wellbeing of

both pets and livestock.

The health and welfare of animals and humans have always been inextricably linked – biomimetic implants

for animals with possible implications for human amputees is one of the most recent examples of this

relationship.

In this anniversary year, the global eradication of Rinderpest is to be announced. It is a fitting tribute to

Claude Bourgelat, whose foresight and vision saw the birth of the modern science of animal medicine.
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The Role of NOAH

Since its inception twenty-five years ago, NOAH has worked to represent all of its members in a highly

competitive market. We now represent 90% of the UK’s animal health market, giving the industry a strong

and respected voice nationally and internationally.

Our support of robust self regulation, our Code of Practice and emphasis on training have all helped to earn

that respect. Food safety in relation to animal medicine use is now a given, public trust in UK-produced

food has increased, and the NOAH Certificate of Animal Health gives us the confidence that animal

medicines are being promoted, sold and used responsibly.  

NOAH membership embraces large multinationals, smaller manufacturers and niche companies. Because

each member has one vote, we are able to be the true voice of the industry, and our committee structure

lets companies debate issues and form a consolidated view.

NOAH lobbies and informs government at home and in the EU, working with UK regulators to maintain one

of the world’s most stringent regulatory systems. By basing arguments on science and research, NOAH has

also helped inform public debate surrounding animal health. Through our work we have become a trusted

partner, providing information and advice to government, industry professionals, vets and the general public.

Looking back, we can say with confidence that NOAH and the UK animal health industry are far more

resilient to the global challenges of food security than we were 25 years ago. 

As we look towards the future, our immediate task will be to make sure the UK’s voice is heard during the

review of the EU Veterinary Medicines Directive. In the longer term, our aim is to help ensure that our food-

producing and companion animals are kept responsibly, in the best of health, in a world where preventable

animal diseases are no longer seen. 

NOAH has actively participated in the work of the RUMA Alliance from the outset, and has been a major

influence in the development of best practice guidance in the responsible use of animal medicines. 

Peter Allen, Chairman of RUMA
“

“
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11NOAH’s Food Chain Conference 2009 at the Royal Society, Kohn Centre.NOAH’s Food Chain Conference 2009 at the Royal Society, Kohn Centre.
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Companion Animals 

With our growing appreciation of our pets and working animals has come an increased desire to improve

their health and wellbeing – the companion animal sector now represents over 50% of the animal health

market. NOAH members have been developing sophisticated new medicines which often mirror those

developed for humans and as a result, our companion animals are now living longer, healthier lives. NOAH’s

overriding objective is to promote the understanding and safe use of these medicines to improve the health

and welfare of companion animals. 

One of the ways we do this is to highlight the importance of animals to society. Our third Pet Event, hosted

in 2010 by Lord Soulsby of Swaffham Prior at the House of Lords, looked at our ‘Hero Pets’. It honoured

explosives search dog, Hubble, for his work after the 7/7 London bombings, as well as guide dogs,

assistance dogs, dogs who can detect imminent fits in diabetic and epileptic people and dogs who act as

therapeutic companions to disabled children. Our society now appreciates the many immeasurable benefits

that companion animals bring to society. The medicines provided by NOAH members are a key tool in

ensuring that our companion animals remain healthy so that they can fulfil their many varied, vital roles.

Preventing disease is the one of the foundations of

responsible pet ownership; however a survey

commissioned by NOAH in 2006 found that not all pet

owners linked prevention with the love they felt for their

pets. In response to this, in 2008 we launched our highly

regarded Pet Health Information website. The website is

trusted by vets and other pet-care specialists who are

happy to direct their clients to it, as well as pet charities

and pet owners – it does not promote individual branded

products. Our exciting ‘Pet Factor’ competition has

helped to raise the profile of the website. 

Vaccination is the single most important factor in

preventing infectious disease. Vaccination has a

12
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two-hundred-year history and an excellent safety

record, reducing and, in some cases, eliminating a

number of serious diseases. Ironically, with the success

of vaccination often comes complacency, which NOAH

works hard to combat by encouraging owners to

vaccinate their pets.

NOAH helps to maintain public trust in vaccination.

A collaborative study between the independent Animal

Health Trust and NOAH was published in 2004

following some public concern about a possible link

between the onset of disease and vaccination. The

POOCH Study, as it was known, showed that not only

was there no link between the two, but indeed that dogs were in overall better health following vaccination.

NOAH is involved with wider aspects of companion animal welfare, such as National Pet Month, the Pet

Advisory Committee, Pet Health Council and ProPets. These groups help to promote responsible pet

ownership and the benefits of pets to people. 

Through its website and other initiatives, NOAH is working towards a sustained evolution of our relationship

with companion animals, where preventive medicine and care are as important as treating and reacting to

problems. Animals have the same rights to health as us, and medicines are a crucial part of this.

NOAH has played a very significant role in protecting the welfare of animals over the past decades by

disseminating accurate information about the pharmaceutical remedies available to veterinary surgeons

working in welfare as well as in private practice.  In addition NOAH’s involvement in both national and

European politics has ensured that British attitudes towards animal welfare have always been expressed.

Chris Laurence, Veterinary Director of Dogs Trust 

“ “
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Livestock

Underpinning our work within the livestock sector is the responsible promotion, prescription and use of

medicines. NOAH’s commitment to regulation and training, combined with a science-based contribution to

issues surrounding animal health and welfare, has contributed to growing public confidence in food safety in

the UK.

NOAH monitors and enforces the promotion of medicines through its Code of Practice which must be

adhered to by all members. Furthermore, the strict enforcement by the regulators of rules regarding the

prescribing and supply of medicines ensures high standards in the care of livestock, and reassures the

public that their concerns about welfare and food safety are met.

The industry’s reference ‘bible’ is NOAH’s Compendium of Data Sheets for Animal Medicines, which aids

prescribers in the safe and effective use of medicines. In conjunction with NOAH, the Animal Health

Distributors Association (AHDA) has produced a record book to enable farmers to meet their responsibilities

for record keeping. The NOAH Certificate of Animal Health (formerly the AMTRA Marketing Authorisation

Holders certificate) is an additional safeguard, as the

NOAH Code requires all who sell medicines to

demonstrate, through this qualification, a thorough

knowledge of animal health and the legislative

framework surrounding animal medicines.

Medicines help prevent unnecessary pain and distress

in farm animals, but residues have to be avoided in

food. Annual figures published by the VMD over the last

10 years detailing medicine residues in meat, milk and

eggs demonstrate that the residues detected are

consistently below the stipulated strict safety levels,

demonstrating the responsible use of medicines. 
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NOAH is a founder member of RUMA (the

Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture Alliance,

www.ruma.org.uk), which was formed in 1998. The

Alliance has produced guidelines on the responsible

use of antibiotics, anthelmintics and vaccines in

different species. RUMA comprises organisations

across the whole food industry, all working together to

promote the responsible use of medicines.

The resistance of parasites to methods of control is of

concern right across the industry. NOAH participates

in initiatives such as SCOPS (Sustainable Control of

Parasites in Sheep, www.nationalsheep.org.uk) to

ensure that anti-parasitic medicines remain effective for as long as possible. 

Co-operation between member companies has been a hallmark of the livestock sector. Two examples of

NOAH’s work in this area have been the successful development by a number of partners of protective

clothing for sheep dipping, and the commissioning of scientific studies for regulators, to avoid duplication

of work. 

Major crises in animal health of recent years, such as BSE, Bluetongue and FMD, have highlighted the

importance of all stakeholders working together. In response to the unexpected outbreak of Bluetongue,

the animal medicines industry worked quickly and closely with government to ensure that animals could be

protected against this disease with an appropriate vaccine. Collaboration across the livestock industry has

also been crucial to the improved control of less headline-grabbing endemic diseases, such as BVD 

(Bovine Viral Diarrhoea). 

If we are to feed the world’s growing population with sufficient high quality, safe protein to meet the

challenges of global and national food security, then medicines need to continue to be part of the solution

to keeping animals healthy and productive. 

15
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NOAH in Europe

NOAH is a prominent member of IFAH-Europe (International Federation for Animal Health), which represents

over 90% of the European market for veterinary medicines.

As part of IFAH-Europe, NOAH is involved both in the formation and the revision of regulation in Europe,

ensuring that UK issues are included for consideration within the industry and at the highest levels of

European policy discussions. 

The UK system for the authorisation of animal medicines falls under European legislation. In 2001, the new

EU veterinary medicines directive classified all medicines for food-producing animals as POM (prescription

only medicine). Within the UK, the Veterinary Medicines Directorate divided this into two tiers, POM-V

(prescription only, from vets) and POM-VPS, broadly covering medicines which can be prescribed by

pharmacists and qualified animal health advisors (known as SQPs), as well as vets.

NOAH welcomed this approach, having argued that remote farm locations and a shortage of large animal

vets could result in animals suffering unnecessarily if the UK’s controlled but still accessible system was

dismantled. With the forthcoming review of this 2001 European legislation, NOAH will once more be

working to retain the two-tier approach. In addition, by consolidating the UK view of the farmer as a

professional, NOAH will work to retain direct promotion of animal medicines to farmers, so they continue to

be properly informed about the medicines prescribed for their animals. 

NOAH sees industry-wide cooperation as an integral part of its work with IFAH-Europe. Resources and

expertise are increasingly being pooled to accelerate the development and supply of new medicines but

also, under the European Technology Platform for Global Animal Health (EPGTAH), to identify new areas 

of research.

Our commitment to good standards of animal health and welfare in our work with IFAH-Europe has given

the UK’s animal medicines industry a strong voice within Europe. NOAH will continue to reinforce that

success with the arrival of each new challenge. 
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Representing the European animal health industry, IFAH-Europe is as good as its network of trade

associations. NOAH has consistently contributed to the formulation of IFAH-Europe policy ensuring

that the voice of the UK industry is well represented. IFAH-Europe congratulates NOAH on its 

25th Anniversary and very much looks forward to working with NOAH in the coming 25 years.

Declan O' Brien, Managing Director, IFAH-Europe

“ “

Photo: The 2011 sixth European Pet Night at the Bibliothèque Solvay, Brussels

NOAH 25yrs AW  4/4/11  13:57  Page 18



NOAH Milestones
1986 NOAH launched at House of Commons, in presence of Parliamentary Secretary, Dame Peggy Fenner MP.

1987 Role of NOAH established at series of events for agricultural MPs, consumer organisations and the press. 

1988 NOAH welcomes MAFF response to Cunliffe Report establishing the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD). 

1989 NOAH’s 1st pre-BSAVA (British Small Animal Veterinary Association) Congress Symposium, 'The Shrinking

Medicines Cupboard', informs small animal vets of potential loss of products after European pharmaceutical

review. 

1991 AMTRA (Animal Medicines Training Regulatory Authority) to run NOAH training course for manufacturers'

representatives; new course launched by Agriculture Minister, David Maclean MP.

1992 NOAH publishes Poisoning in Veterinary Practice; Withdrawal Period Booklet and jointly with AHDA (Animal

Health Distributors’ Association), the Animal Medicines Record Book. 

NOAH commissions scientific trials on protective clothing for sheep dipping, and (in 1993) on post-dipping,

results form major part of NOAH’s submission to the Veterinary Products Committee (VPC) review of

organophosphate dips.

1993 NOAH aids successful Government bid for EMEA (European Medicines Agency) to be based in the UK.

1994 NOAH takes over publishing Compendium of Data Sheets for Veterinary Products from Datapharm

publications.

1996 Veterinary medicines (Vm) number replaces PL (product licence) designation, clarifying distinction

between veterinary and human medicines.

1997 NOAH gives evidence to Advisory Committee on Microbiological Safety of Food; House of Commons

Select Committee on Agriculture on Food & Safety; House of Lords Select Committee on Antibiotic

Resistance.

NOAH organises major conference on antibiotics. NOAH is involved in a joint meeting on the Responsible

Use of Animal Medicines with UKASTA and BVA.

NOAH commissions market research on consumer attitudes to animal medicines – results launched in

conjunction with Farmers Weekly.

1998 NOAH website www.noah.co.uk created.

The RUMA (Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture) Alliance is launched, NOAH is founder member.

2001 Foot and Mouth dominates. European Commission review of marketing authorisation 

of human and animal medicines – NOAH as part of animal health alliance successfully

defends the UK distribution system for animal medicines. 
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2002 NOAH welcomes Government’s formal response to Independent Review of Veterinary Dispensing (Marsh

Report) – in particular its support for the cascade.

2003 Antibiotics for animals deemed ‘essential’ in reducing animal suffering and ensuring healthy food in VPC

(Veterinary Products Committee) Report on Antibiotic Resistance in Veterinary Medicines.

2004 First NOAH Pet Event – ‘Animals are good for you’ hosted by Lord Soulsby at the House of Lords;

first NOAH Food Chain conference – ‘Healthy Animals – Safe Food’, held at Royal Smithfield Show,

London.

NOAH commissions POOCH study (Practice Overview of Canine Health) with the independent

Animal Health Trust - finds routine vaccination of dogs in UK does not increase frequency of illness.

2005 NOAH compendium website launched, establishing itself as a key aid in the support of responsible

use of animal medicines.

Medicines Act 1968 no longer applies to animal medicines and new dedicated Veterinary Medicines

Regulations 2005 introduced to implement European directives and UK reviews 

2006 NOAH commissions study by Institute of Grocery Distribution (IGD) on consumer attitudes

toward animal medicines. The study, presented at the second Food Chain Conference,

‘Healthy Animals – Safe Food’, finds positive support from consumers on the important

roles of animal medicines in the provision of safe food from healthy animals. 

NOAH’s second Pet Event. 

2007 NOAH commissions research into pet owner attitudes to responsible pet ownership and disease prevention.

NOAH helps dairy industry develop poster to help farmers meet stringent antibiotic residues standards and

maintain the high quality of milk.

2008 Third NOAH Pet Event; NOAH launches Pet Health Information website: www.pethealthinfo.org.uk.

2009 Food Chain Conference – ‘The role of vaccination in animal health – future technology and societal

acceptance’.

NOAH launches ‘Use Medicines Responsibly’ campaign. 

2010 Fourth Pet Event at the House of Lords – 'Our hero pets - and how we can be good to them'.

NOAH works with farming organisations and press and to maintain right to inform farmers directly about

antimicrobials.

2011 Fourth Food Chain Conference – Feeding the World: ‘The role of livestock medicines and animal science in

meeting the demands of a growing world population’.
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NOAH, 3 Crossfield Chambers, Gladbeck Way, Enfield, EN2 7HF
Tel. +44 (0)20 8367 3131 
Email: noah@noah.co.uk

www.noah.co.uk  www.noahcompendium.co.uk www.pethealthinfo.org.uk
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